
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 14 October 2009] 

 p8028b-8030a 
Mr Terry Waldron 

 [1] 

PROFESSIONAL COMBAT SPORTS AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Introduction and First Reading 
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr T.K. Waldron (Minister for Sport and Recreation), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.55 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Professional Combat Sports Amendment Bill 2009 will establish a broader regulatory coverage of combat 
sports events in Western Australia by removing the term “professional” and ensuring that all combat sports 
contestants will enjoy the same level of health and safety controls that have been enjoyed by professional 
participants since the Professional Combat Sports Act was first passed in 1987. This bill will establish a Combat 
Sports Commission to replace the existing Professional Combat Sports Commission of Western Australia and 
will extend the act’s regulatory coverage to include amateur combat sports contests featuring Muaythai, 
kickboxing, Brazilian jui jitsu and mixed martial arts, which have risen to prominence since the inception of the 
existing act. Participation in combat sports contests continues to grow at a significant rate in our state and 
although these contests may not be to everyone’s taste, this has required a response to ensure that participants in 
these types of contests are not exposed to unnecessary health and safety risks. 

Western Australia is one of the most active states in Australia in promoting and holding combat sports events on 
a regular basis. Almost every weekend of the year sees people of all ages attending and taking part in boxing, 
kickboxing, wrestling, mixed martial arts and karate tournaments both in the metropolitan area and throughout 
the regions. In fact, many of the amendments contained in this bill have been driven by these industry 
participants who have been seeking ways to increase the acceptance and recognition of their sports for a long 
time now. This bill will allow for regulation of all contests, from amateurs through to professionals, ensuring that 
standard health, safety and training requirements are in place for all levels of participants. This will reduce the 
possibility of any public health and safety issues occurring and reflects the industry’s desire to educate and 
inform the people about their sports, thereby removing any negative connotations that may already reside 
amongst some members of the public. The government amended the Boxing Control Act in 1987 to include 
other professional combat sports and in 2003 it established the Professional Combat Sports Commission, which 
was charged with initiating a new approach to regulating combat sports contests and with addressing a number of 
health and safety concerns that were prevalent at the time. 

The commission, currently consisting of eight members, including a medical representative, a WA Police 
representative, a Department of Sport and Recreation representative and industry members with experience in 
particular types of combat sports, including boxing and Muaythai, has successfully established a number of 
principles and processes that have effectively increased the level of professionalism and safety at combat sports 
events. These principles, established under the Professional Combat Sports Act 1987, will continue under the 
amended act. Currently, commission members attend each professional event to ensure that the contestants are 
medically supervised whilst competing, that the officials are competent, that the competition environment is 
secure, that all participants are registered and aware of their responsibilities under the act, that promotion permit 
requirements are adhered to and that each contest is run in a fair and safe manner. Although this bill will initially 
significantly increase the number of events that are overseen by the Combat Sports Commission members, it will 
rely on having the flexibility to ensure that it remains relevant and workable during the implementation stages. 
To reduce the added time commitment placed on members, the bill allows for an increase in the number of 
commission members from eight to nine, providing for a representative from the industry who has knowledge of 
the combat sport known as mixed martial arts.  

The Professional Combat Sports Regulations will provide the flexibility required for implementation of this act 
by allowing the Western Australian government to identify and exempt a state sporting association for each 
combat sport. These groups will be recognised by both the Australian Sports Commission and the Department of 
Sport and Recreation as the peak body for each sport and, due to their proven history of satisfactory self-
regulation, they will be exempt from having the commission oversee each and every event.  

Under the amended act, each combat sport will also have to submit a set of rules to be approved by the Minister 
for Sport and Recreation. Associations wishing to hold an event under a variation of the approved rules for that 
style of sport will have to submit these rules for approval prior to the contest taking place. This will alleviate the 
possibility of any unfair rules being implemented or contests taking place in an inappropriate venue. 

Breaches of the act will now attract increased penalties which have been set at appropriate levels in context with 
modern laws and which provide a more significant deterrent to any potential rule breaking, including 
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participating in a contest whilst unregistered or holding a contest without an approved permit. Penalties may also 
be imposed on registered participants who fail to fulfil their obligations as outlined in the act and regulations. It 
is intended that the inclusion of a police intelligence provision will also increase the integrity of combat sports 
by reducing the ability for industry participants to hold a combat sports industry licence if it is deemed to be not 
in the public’s best interest for a person to be involved.  

For many people involved in amateur combat sports competitions, the amendments to the legislation will 
represent a significant change to the way they operate. This is not to say that promoters and organisers of the 
multitude of regular combat sports competitions that take place each year have been operating irresponsibly, but 
it will provide them with greater clarity and assistance in ensuring that they are adhering to the highest level of 
health and safety standards.  

The Combat Sports Commission, in conjunction with the Department of Sport and Recreation, will work with 
the industry to educate all stakeholders and implement the changes during a transitional period, which will also 
help to identify any area that requires further prescription within the regulations. The number of participants 
required to register with the commission will increase significantly, and so a three-year registration period has 
been introduced to alleviate any added administrative pressure, as well as bringing Western Australia in line with 
several other Australian states that have similar authoritative bodies. 

Western Australia continues to be one of the most prolific promoters of combat sports contests in Australia. 
Although New South Wales holds the majority of boxing contests in the country, it is proven that Western 
Australia is a strong performer in the total number of combat sports events held each year. Western Australia is 
also continually producing world champions in a variety of combat sports. Most notable of course is Danny 
Green, whose return to the ring has generated a significant amount of interest in the media. However, what is not 
as well known is the fact that Western Australia is home to a Muaythai contestant, Eugene Ekkelboom, who has 
successfully defended his world title five times, and that another relatively well-known professional boxer, 
Daniel Dawson, actually holds several world titles in Muaythai and kickboxing. According to the 
2006 Australian census, combat sports, or martial arts, in Western Australia had a greater number of participants 
than lawn bowls, fishing, dancing, weight training and even soccer—which is now considered one of the largest 
sports in the world—and this was evenly distributed between both males and females.  

Regional Western Australia embraces the promotion of combat sports as a way of providing people of all ages 
and abilities with a social sport they can participate in that also provides increased confidence, health benefits, 
self-defence and discipline. Most combat sports groups in country areas are run out of school halls, recreation 
centres and the local police and citizens youth clubs, with boxing being one of the most popular PCYC activities. 
The Department of Sport and Recreation is the agency principally appointed to administer the Professional 
Combat Sports Act, which provides the Professional Combat Sports Commission with the ability to reach all 
areas of our state—both metropolitan and regional. Recent courses run through the department that were 
advertised to combat sports groups attracted a large number of regional participants, which confirms that combat 
sports are alive and well in outlying areas. The Department of Sport and Recreation will continue to work with 
the Professional Combat Sports Commission as they implement the new act and review the regulations, to ensure 
that all affected parties are educated, informed and supported throughout the transitional phase. This is an 
important change in legislation that will address a number of longstanding issues identified by members of the 
industry themselves, and will bring Western Australia in line with other states in regard to the training, health 
and safety of combat sports participants. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman. 
 


